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FOREWORD 
 

 
 
Our number one priority is the health and safety of our students, teachers, 
administrators, staff and their families. 
 
These Guidelines for School Operation for the 2021-2022 Academic Year reflect our 
recognition and acknowledgment of this important responsibility and provide a 
structured framework to support the awareness, preparation and capacity of our 
Education Community to navigate the critical challenges brought on by the COVID19 
Pandemic. 
 
COVID19 will be with us for the foreseeable future.  We must learn to manage it more 
effectively and learn to live with it in a safe and responsible manner.  COVID19 has had a 
devastating impact on our Education System, particularly our most vulnerable and at-risk 
communities and students. We are greatly concerned about the mental wellness and 
social development of our students. 
 
These are challenging times. It is important for us all to be patient, understanding and 
flexible. No one size fits all. 
 
We are all in this together. We must each do our part. We strongly encourage all our 
teachers, students and parents to get fully vaccinated. This represents our best 
opportunity to return to the classroom safely. 
 
Finally, we remind you that these Guidelines are meaningless if we do not make full and 
effective use of them. Please familiarize yourself fully with these Guidelines.   Share and 
discuss them with your School Community.  
 
We thank each of you for your support and commitment to the important work that lies 
ahead. Working together, we can MAKE EDUCATION WORK FOR BELIZE! 
 
 
Your Partner in Education,     
Hon. Francis Fonseca 
Minister of Education, Culture, Science & Technology 
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PREFACE 
 

 
This edition of the Guidelines for School Operation is informed by pertinent health and 
safety policies and protocols outlined by the WHO, UNICEF, UNESCO, CARICOM and 
CARPHA, as well as from consultations with our very own Ministry of Health & Wellness.   
 
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Science & Technology (MoECST) recognizes that the 
conditions for School Operation must preserve the overall safety and health of students, 
teachers, and other school personnel.  Thus, these Guidelines are premised on the need 
to ensure that schooling is conducted in a safe an environment as possible.   
 
The updated Guidelines for School Operation aim to:  
 
 Provide a framework that schools can use to operate within COVID19 protocols;  
 Inform school plans aimed at creating a safe environment for students and staff; and 
 Foster awareness and facilitate capacity building in response to the pandemic.  
 
Clearly, the effectiveness of School Operation will depend on the level of preparedness of 
the Education System across several domains:  
 

 
 

To this end, MoECST endeavors to use these Guidelines to lead efforts that will: 

 Provide guidance on assessing system readiness; 
 Support school responsiveness and continuity of learning; and 
 Facilitate processes that will build system resilience.  

 
 

 

 

Physical Preparedness
Availability of adequate resources and clean and sanitary school facilities

Procedural Preparedness
Establishment of pertinent policies and regulations, health and safety measures, and monitoring 

mechanisms

Preparedness of School Staff
Helping students adjust through academic support (student assessments and learning recovery) 

and psychosocial/affective support (sustained campaign to influence behavior changes)

Preparedness of the School Community
Awareness and engagement of parents/ caregivers, community leaders and other members of the 

school community to assist with on-site, hybrid and remote schooling
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INSTRUCTIONAL MODELS 
 

 

 

Requirements 
• On-Site 

o School – School staff ensures that students safely engage in face-to-face 
learning while in school; all COVID19 protocols apply. 

o Home – Parents/caregivers ensure that students get to and from school 
safely; all learning materials and personal effects are to be provided. 

 

• Hybrid 
o School – School staff ensures that students safely engage in face-to-face 

learning and provide them with clear guidelines to facilitate distance learning 
(i.e., either online or text/print-based resources).   

o Home – Parents/caregivers ensure that students safely access face-to-face 
classes and monitor student engagement while at learning at home. 

 

• Remote  
o School – School staff ensures that learning schedules are clear to facilitate 

meaningful online sessions or text/print-based engagements. 
o Home – Parents/caregivers ensure that students are provided with the 

necessary resources to maximize learning opportunities while at home. 
 

 

 

ON-SITE
• Students learn safely In School

• All students have access to face-to-face instruction in 
accordance with established COVID-19 protocols.

HYBRID

• Students learn safely In School & Away from School
• Students have access to face-to-face instruction but on shifts. 
• On-site instruction is supplemented using either a learning 

management platform (e.g., Google Classrooms, Moodle, 
Edmodo, Canvas, Blackboard, etc.) and a video-conferencing 
tool (e.g., Google Meet, MS Teams, Zoom, etc.) OR text/print-
based learning resources, OR a combination of these.

REMOTE
• Students learn safely Away from School

• Students are engaged at home using either a learning 
management platform and/or a video-conferencing tool OR 
text/print-based learning resources. All instruction occurs 
remotely.
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LEVELS OF SCHOOL SAFETY 
 

 

 
 

Description of Levels and Response Strategy 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

LEVEL 1 • School is Open for Face-to-Face Instruction

LEVEL 2 • School is Open with either Suspected or Confirmed 
COVID19 Case(s) 

LEVEL 3 • School is Closed by the MoECST and MoHW

LEVEL 1
• School open for face-

to-face instruction
• ON-SITE and/or 

HYBRID
• COVID19 Protocols 

(i.e., wear masks, 
wash hands, watch 
distances) apply

• District Education 
Centers and 
Managing 
Authorities are kept 
updated and 
informed

LEVEL 2
• School open for face-

to-face instruction
• ON-SITE and/or 

HYBRID
• COVID19 Protocols 

(i.e., wear masks, 
wash hands, watch 
distances) apply

• MoHW engaged in 
testing and contact 
tracing (a student or 
staff is a suspected 
OR confirmed 
COVID19 case)

• School completes 
the COVID19 
Notification Form 
(refer to pg. 11) 

LEVEL 3
• School closed for 

face-to-face 
instruction

• REMOTE only
• Community spread 

or other learning 
hazard is evident

• Managing Authority 
requests permission 
to lockdown

• The School's 
Learning Continuity 
Plan is immediately 
activated
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HEIRARCHY OF CONTROL 
 

 

Our local, regional, and international health partners all affirm that these control 
measures, when implemented consistently, will help to create an inherently safer 
Education System, where the risk of infection transmission is substantially reduced.  

These include: 

 Cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands 
thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and 
dry them thoroughly or use alcohol-based hand rub or 
sanitizer, ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered. 

 

 Promoting good respiratory hygiene 
consistently and wearing of masks at all times.  

 
 Minimizing contact with individuals who are 

unwell by ensuring that those who have COVID-19 
symptoms, or who have someone in their 
household who does, do not attend school.  

 
 Using physical distancing, minimizing 

contact, and mixing by altering, as much 
as possible, the environment (i.e., 
classroom layout) and timetables (i.e., 
staggered break times).  

 
 Cleaning frequently touched surfaces 

often using 
standard 
products, such 
as detergents 
and bleach.  
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SCHOOL READINESS 
 

FACILITIES CHECK 
Hand-washing and Sanitization 
 Hand-washing facilities are functional and sufficient* for student enrollment  
 A hand-washing or sanitization station is arranged at the entrance of the school  
 Hand-washing stations have adequate supply of soap and means for hand-drying  
Classroom Arrangements 
 Classroom seating arrangements allow for a minimum of 3-feet spacing in all directions  
 All classroom seating/desks are arranged facing the same direction  
 Classrooms are well-ventilated and allow for circulation of indoor and outdoor air  
 All classrooms are consistently clean and sanitized  
School Grounds and other Communal Spaces 
 Physical guides or demarcation (e.g., tape or markers) are in place on floors or walls to enforce 

physical distancing protocols 
 Signage/posters (i.e., wearing masks, hand-washing, physical distancing) are evident at 

entrance/exits, on buildings/classrooms, danger zones, etc. 
 Physical barriers are installed in offices or other communal spaces, where needed 
 An isolation space is available for those who are unwell until follow-up arrangements are made  
 Bathrooms are functional and sufficient** (i.e., size-appropriate, gender-specific)  
 Sufficient and appropriate supplies/equipment for cleaning/disinfecting are available  
 Cafeteria or canteen, if applicable, is organized to ensure physical distancing 

PROCEDURAL/OPERATIONS CHECK 
 Communication protocols are outlined and contact information for parents/guardians, 

MoECST, and MoHW is easily accessible  
 The school has adjusted its operational schedule, as necessary (i.e., staggered breaks/lunch, 

arrivals/departures, shift system, campus permissions, etc.)  
 Adherence to visitor’s policy is evident (handwashing before being escorted to the office; no 

entry on compound without mask, recording in visitor’s logbook, etc.) 
 Class time-tables reinforce health and safety routines such as respiratory etiquette, hand-

washing, wearing masks, physical distancing, etc.  
 A schedule for monitoring students during play/break and lunch time is evident 
 Instructional plans support on-site, hybrid, and/or remote learning, as necessary  
 Garbage disposal arrangements for the school and individual classrooms are outlined  

 
 
 
  *Sufficient number of handwashing facilities:   1 for every 50 students 
**Sufficient number of bathroom facilities:         2 toilets for 50 girls; over 50, add 1 toilet for every 50 girls 
                                                                                      1 toilet and 1 urinal for 50 boys; over 50, add 1 toilet and 1 urinal for every 100 boys 
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PEDAGOGICAL GUIDELINES 
 

PLANNING & INSTRUCTION 
 Prepare and deliver differentiated lessons to students in all grade levels 
 Utilize a variety of instructional activities to keep students engaged 
 Identify and make available supplemental resources (e.g., pictures, videos, 

wikis, etc.) to reinforce concepts and skills taught 
 Outline the rules of engagement for on-site, hybrid or remote learning (clarify 

expectations/instructions for face-to-face, online, or text/print-based activities) 
 Consistently assess for learning (i.e., questioning, one-on-one discussions, 

feedback on review of completed tasks, etc.) 
 Consider student workload when developing activities and assignments (i.e., 

ensure that the workload assigned is reasonable and realistic; deadlines for 
assignments should be staggered for manageability and meaningful learning) 

 Use two-way communication tools and technologies to support dialogue (i.e., 
structured interactions between students and other students and students and 
teachers result in deeper understanding and skill development)  

 Have teaching staff accessible at designated times and respond to student 
queries within a specified timeframe  

 
PSYCHO-SOCIAL SUPPORT 

 Teach and model or share reminders on good hygiene practices 
 Approach the teaching process with empathy and care for students and the 

current learning environment  
 Respond to students’ questions and concerns promptly 
 Establish clear communication lines; set specific boundaries to facilitate 

dialogue during normal school hours 
 Organize sessions to guide students to develop self-directed learning skills 
 Check in with remote learners frequently and consistently (especially those 

students who are engage using text/print-based resources only)  
 Keep all student information (i.e., contact information, health records, 

assessments, etc.) confidential; follow-up with parents/caregivers as needed 
 

 

 



 10 

 

 

OTHER DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

 ON-SITE HYBRID REMOTE 
School  
• Administrators 
• Teaching Staff 
• Support Staff 

 Monitor the implementation of 
all COVID19 Protocols; display 
signage/posters as reminders 

 Keep COVID19 compliant 
resources (disposable masks, 
isolation space, cleaning supplies, 
etc.) 

 Maintain a log of all persons 
entering the school premises 

 Establish and communicate 
structures for the daily School 
Operation (arrival/departures, 
breaks, breach of protocols, etc.) 

 Create and implement a 
monitoring and supervision 
schedule to support students 

 Monitor the implementation of all 
COVID19 Protocols 

 Keep COVID19 compliant resources 
(disposable masks, isolation space, 
cleaning supplies, etc.) 

 Maintain a log of all persons 
entering the school premises 

 Establish and communicate 
structures for the daily School 
Operation (arrival/departures, 
breaks, breach of protocols, etc.) 

 Create and implement a 
monitoring and supervision 
schedule to support students 

 Provide a space for frequently 
asked questions or event timelines. 

 Establish and communicate 
structures (office hours, schedules, 
expectations, etc.) for the daily 
home-based learning 

 Ensure continuous tracking of 
student engagement and academic 
progress 

 Provide adequate support and 
training for staff to manage 
distance learning 

 Maintain regular communication 
(email, social media, texts, etc.) 
with the entire school community 

 Ensure that staff is available and 
accessible to support student 
learning during school hours  
 

Home 
• Parents 
• Students 

 Ensure that students are able to 
access face-to-face lessons safely 

 Provide all learning and health 
resources that students will need  

 Adhere to all COVID19 protocols 
 Attend all school/class meetings 
 Keep the school updated (contact 

info, student illness, etc.) 
 Show respect to all school staff 
 

 Ensure that students are able to 
safely access face-to-face lessons 
and engage in home-based sessions  

 Provide all learning and health 
resources that students will need  

 Adhere to all COVID19 protocols 
 Attend all school/class meetings 
 Keep the school updated (contact 

info, student illness, etc.) 
 

 Have students follow a schedule to 
complete home-based activities 

 Provide all learning resources that 
students will need daily 

 Attend all school/class meetings 
 Keep the school updated (contact 

info, student illness, etc.) 
 Secure student devices with virus 

protection and parental controls.  
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NETWORKING & COMMUNICATIONS 
 

WITH THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
 Members of the school community (i.e., managers, administrators, teachers, 

support staff, parents/caregivers, students, community leaders, etc.) should be 
conversant with communication protocols at the school. 
o Display emergency numbers in strategic locations on the school compound 
o Make posters/other COVID19 signage visible to the entire school community 
o Have contact info for parents/students in accessible location for school staff 
o Display an outline of the school’s safety/emergency plan; review and update 

periodically; conduct school safety drills frequently 
 

WITH THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, CULTURE, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 Communicate frequently with the education authorities in your area 

 

District Email Address Telephone 
BZ-DEC bdec@moe.gov.bz 203-5862 (w) or 613-0781 (c) 

226-4742 (w) or 615-7458 (c) - SP 
CY-DEC  cayo.dec@moe.gov.bz 804-2271 (w) or 613-0834 (c) 

802-0567 (w) or 613-1298 (c) - Bmp 
CZ-DEC corozal.dec@moe.gov.bz 402-2147 (w) or 613-0654 (c) 
OW-DEC orangewalk.dec@moe.gov.bz 302-2267 (w) or 613-0368 (c) 
SC-DEC stanncreek.dec@moe.gov.bz 502-2111 (w) or 613-0782 (c) 
TL-DEC toledodec@moe.gov.bz 702-2002 (w) or 613-0814 (c) 

 

 Document suspected or confirmed COVID19 cases by completing the Covid-19 
Notification Form at https://www.jotform.com/211384826009859  

 

WITH THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 To manage suspected or confirmed COVID19 cases, kindly the public health 

authorities in your area. 
 

Belize Donaldine Lizama: 637-2711 San Ignacio Elsie Velasque: 632-8092 
Belmopan Lily Mahung: 615-8351 Stann Creek Elizabeth Martinez: 631-3540 
Corozal Lezel Cayetano: 632-6097 San Antonio Lizette Recinos: 613-0832 
Orange Walk Ester Deville: 624-8626 Toledo Deborah Mariano: 626-8117 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

https://www.jotform.com/211384826009859
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SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
 

FACILITIES PREPARATION & MAINTENANCE 
o Spacing and Layout 

The spacing and layout of facilities and enforcement of physical distancing protocols can help to 
prevent the transmission and spread of infectious diseases. Schools are expected to arrange 
educational spaces and offices and manage movement of students, staff, and visitors in 
accordance with physical distancing protocols. 

o Sanitary Supplies 
Adequate sanitary supplies are important in helping to maintain the health of students and staff 
while they are at school, as well as that of the family members that they return to at the end of 
the day. Consequently, school administrators, staff, and students should monitor the school 
environment and do their part to ensure that sufficient sanitary supplies are in place. 

o Cleaning and Disinfecting Facilities 
Proper cleaning and disinfection of facilities and equipment can help to prevent the spread of 
diseases by removing infectious agents like bacteria and virus from surfaces. Schools should 
ensure that a safe and clean environment is maintained for the health and safety of all.   

PEDAGOGICAL PRACTICES 
o Planning and Instruction 

In light of the current context, the school curriculum and instructional techniques may need to 
take on a different more localized format, using more individualized learning activities. This 
often presents an increased need for schools to enhance teaching and learning experiences with 
a focus on more differentiated learning techniques. 

o Identifying and addressing Learning Needs 
Despite efforts to continue home-based learning during school closure, in most instances, this 
type of distance learning is not a fair substitute for face-to-face learning with an experienced, 
certified teacher. It is important, therefore, that schools put a system in place to diagnose the 
learning needs of students and to structure teaching and learning to address learning gaps. 

o Administrative Imperatives 
A school’s administration will also need to respond to the need for increased support by the 
school community as a result of challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. This will 
require school leaders to employ a more democratic style of leadership that encourages 
collaboration among teachers, students, parents, and the wider school community. 

o Psychosocial Support 
Life, especially during challenging times, can be unpredictable and even stressful at times. This 
may be the result of changes in family income, increased prevalence of abuse and violence or 
isolation from friends.  Schools should endeavor to monitor and support both students and staff.  
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SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
 

PERSONAL HYGIENE MEASURES 
o Hand Hygiene 

The World Health Organization asserts that hand hygiene is one of the most effective actions to 
reduce the spread of pathogens and prevent infections, including the novel COVID-19 virus. This 
is because the virus can spread through contact transmission which includes touching infected 
people and/or contaminated objects or surfaces and then touching the mouth, nose, or eyes.  

o Respiratory Etiquette 
Following good respiratory hygiene can help prevent the spread of viruses such as cold, flu and 
COVID-19 since they are transmitted through droplets created when sneezing and coughing. 
Schools are expected to teach, monitor, and enforce good respiratory hygiene. 

o Food Handling 
There is no evidence that COVID-19 is transmitted through food or water, but proper hand 
hygiene and food handling are important to prevent contamination of containers and utensils. 
Schools should therefore put policies in place to reduce possible contamination and contact 
transmission. 

HEALTH MONITORING MECHANISMS 
o Preventative Policies 

Awareness and preparation are crucial for a quick and effective response to any emergency, 
including those related to COVID-19. Schools should ensure that they have an informed school 
community, and that proper policies and arrangements are in place to respond adequately. 

o Sickness Protocols 
How a school responds to a potential or positive case of COVID-19 is a determining factor in 
protecting the safety and well-being of students and staff. The school should act responsibly and 
confidentially and take all necessary precautions in a manner that respects the dignity and right 
to privacy of persons involved. 
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PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
 

GATHERINGS AND VISITORS 
 Utilize virtual group events or meetings, if possible, and promote physical 

distancing of at least 3 feet between people if in-person events are held. 
 Limit sporting and physical education activities to those that require no contact 

or shared equipment (e.g., running, skipping in place, yoga, aerobics). 
 Limit any non-essential visitors, volunteers, and activities involving external 

groups/organizations where possible – take extra precaution, especially if the 
individuals are not from the local geographic area (e.g., village, town, or city). 

CLASSROOM LAYOUT 
 Students’ desks should face in the same direction. Spacing between desks 

should reflect established physical distancing protocols, i.e., 3 feet.  
 Managing Authorities must work with school administrators to determine where 

this is feasible and identify other possible measures to ensure physical 
distancing occurs, e.g., use of additional education spaces or outdoors where 
and when feasible.  

 Unnecessary items should be removed from classrooms and other learning 
environments where there is space to store these elsewhere. 

SMALL GROUPS (COHORTING) 
 Ensure that student and staff groupings are as static as possible by having the 

same group of children stay with the same staff (i.e., all day for younger 
children, and as much as possible for older age groups). 

 Limit mixing between and among groups as much as possible 

STAGGERED SCHEDULING 
 Stagger arrival and drop-off times or locations by cohort or put in place 

mechanisms to limit contact between groups and direct contact with parents as 
much as possible. 

 When possible, use flexible work hours (e.g., staggered shifts) to help establish 
policies and practices for physical distancing (approximately 3 feet apart) 
between members of the school community. 
 

 

 

 

 



 16 

 

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
 

SHIFT SYSTEM 
Where there is no additional space to ensure physical distancing, the following may 
be used with approval from the Chief Education Officer. 

 If classrooms are insufficient for the entire school population, a whole school 
shift system may apply. 

 If overcrowding is at particular grade level, a partial shift system for identified 
year/grade levels (e.g., Standard 5, Standard 6, 1st Form, 3rd Form), may apply. 

The type of shift should be informed by several factors including the location of 
school and whether school bus transportation is provided. Shifts may run as follows: 

 Morning and afternoon 
 Alternate days, e.g., groups come in on Mon, Wed, and Fri OR Tues and Thurs 
 Alternate weeks 

In ALL cases where shifts are used, learning MUST be supported by distance learning 
(i.e., online and/or text/print material); these must be well planned, and learning 
should be consistently monitored.  Teaching plans must be carefully designed using 
core skills to allow for active and meaningful student engagement. 
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HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

The following are suggestions on how to help students of different ages learn to prevent 
and control the spread of COVID-19 and other viruses.  These activities should be 
contextualized based on the specific needs of children (language, ability, gender, etc.). 

PRE-PRIMARY LEVEL 
 Focus on good health behaviors, i.e., covering coughs and sneezes with the elbow, 

washing hands frequently. 
 Sing a song while washing hands to practice the recommended 20 second duration.  
 Develop a way to track hand washing and reward for frequent/timely hand washing.  
 Use puppets or dolls to demonstrate symptoms (i.e., sneezing, coughing, and fever). 

and what to do if they feel sick (i.e., headache, stomach-ache, and feeling hot or tired) 
and how to comfort someone who is sick (i.e., empathy and safe caring behaviors). 

 Have children sit further apart from one another, have them practice stretching their 
arms out or ‘flap their wings’ keeping enough space to not touch their friends.  

PRIMARY LEVEL 
 Listen to children’s concerns and answer their questions in an age-appropriate manner; 

don’t overwhelm them with too much information. Encourage them to express and 
communicate their feelings. Discuss the different reactions they may experience and 
explain that these are normal reactions to an abnormal situation.  

 Emphasize that children can do a lot to keep themselves and others safe. Explain 
physical distancing (i.e., standing further away from friends, avoiding large crowds, not 
touching people if you don’t need to, etc.).  

 Focus on good health behaviors, such as covering coughs and sneezes with the elbow 
and washing hands properly and frequently.  

 Help children understand the basic concepts of disease prevention and control. Use 
demonstrations to illustrate how germs can spread. E.g., put colored water in a spray 
bottle and spraying over a piece of white paper. Observe how far the droplets travel. 

 Demonstrate why it is important to wash hands for 20 seconds with soap and water. 
Put a small amount of glitter in students’ hands and have them wash them with just 
water; then have them wash for 20 seconds with soap and water.  

 Have students analyze texts to identify high risk behaviors and suggest modifying 
behaviors. E.g., a teacher comes to school with a cold. He sneezes and covers it with his 
hand. He then shakes hands with a colleague. He wipes his hands afterwards with a 
handkerchief. What risk did the teacher take? What could he have done differently? 
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HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

SECONDARY LEVEL 
 Schedule time to listen to students’ concerns and answer their questions.  
 Emphasize that students can model healthy behaviors to keep themselves and others 

safe. Focus on behaviors such as, physical distancing, covering coughs and sneezes with 
the elbow and washing hands.  

 Encourage students to prevent and address stigma. Discuss the different reactions they 
may experience and explain these are normal reactions to an abnormal situation. 
Encourage them to express and communicate their feelings.  

 Build a students’ platform and have them promote facts about public health. Have 
students make their own PSAs through school announcements and posters. 

 Incorporate health education into other subjects. Science can look at disease 
transmission and the importance of vaccinations. Social Studies can focus on the 
history of pandemics and policies on public health and safety. Literacy lessons can 
empower students to become critical thinkers, effective communicators, and active 
citizens.  
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CLEANING & DISINFECTING 
 

Schools are asked to pay keen attention to the information below to ensure proper cleaning and 
disinfection of facilities. The information should be shared widely, and cleaning staff should be fully 
trained. Adequate equipment and supplies should be procured, and cleaning and disinfecting 
should be monitored to ensure proper procedures are utilized.  

CLEANING AND DISINFECTION 
Cleaning of Surfaces 
 Once every day (twice in case of 2 daily shifts), all highly touched surfaces (desks, chairs, doors, 

handles, taps, rails, etc.) should be washed with detergent and disinfected (when visible 
soiled). If not visibly soiled, direct disinfection using a cleaning cloth with disinfectant solution 
can work. Those surfaces should be cleaned/disinfected before cleaning/disinfecting the floor. 

 Once every day (twice in case of 2 daily shifts), floors and toilets should be washed with 
detergent and disinfectant. Before cleaning with detergent, floors must be dusted.  

 It is recommended to dust the floors using wet mop rather than using the broom to limit the 
movement and spread of dust and microorganisms. 

To clean surfaces, fill one bucket with water and detergent (cleaning solution bucket) and the 
other bucket with water only (rinse bucket).  

1. Dip the mop pad or mop head into bucket of cleaning solution; wring out with the wringer 
above the rinse bucket. 

2. Clean the room beginning at the end opposite the entrance; work moving backward, making 
an “S” or “8” shape. 

3. Rinse the mop pad or mop head in the rinse bucket; wring out over the rinse bucket before 
dipping it back in the cleaning solution. 

4. Change the cleaning and rinsing solutions as soon as they become saturated with dirt.  

It is important to clean surfaces properly before disinfection because inorganic and organic 
materials that remain on the surfaces interfere with the effectiveness of disinfectant. 
 

Disinfecting Surfaces 
 After wet mopping and cleaning of floors with detergent, disinfection can start. Disinfection 

using buckets and mop is preferred against use of a sprayer, as it is a safer procedure. 
 When disinfecting using buckets and mop, the two buckets previously used for cleaning and 

rinsing should be emptied, washed and rinsed and then filled with chlorine solution and water. 
 Once surfaces have been mopped with chlorine solution, floors should not be rinsed nor dried 

but be allowed to air dry. Natural air dry will allow an adequate contact time (contact time is 
estimated to be 15 minutes to guarantee the effectiveness of disinfectant solution). 

 Disinfection should happen when others are not around. Ideally, disinfection should happen in 
the afternoon after the end of the lessons/working day or early in the morning before 
lessons/working day start. After disinfection, the environment should be well ventilated, 
windows should be kept open to allow chlorine to dry out. 
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2021/2022 
(FOR GOVERNMENT & GRANT-AIDED PRE- & PRIMARY SCHOOLS) 

 

 

DAY DATE EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 
Monday  28 Jun, 2021 End-of-School Year Vacation commences  
Friday 30 Jul, 2021 End-of-School Year Vacation concludes 
Monday 2 Aug, 2021 P&B Holiday: Emancipation Day (in lieu of Mon., Aug. 1st) 
Tue-Fri 9–20 Aug, 2021 School Level Planning/Continuous Professional Development 
Monday 30 Aug, 2021 School re-opens for 2021/22; 1st Teaching Cycle commences 
Wednesday 8 Sept, 2021 International Literacy Day (School/Classroom Level) 
Friday 10 Sept, 2021 P&B Holiday: St. George’s Caye Day  
Friday  17 Sept, 2021 Independence Celebration (School/Classroom Level) 
Tuesday 21 Sept, 2021 P&B Holiday: Independence Day 
Friday 5 Nov, 2021 1st Teaching Cycle concludes 
Monday 8 Nov, 2021 2nd Teaching Cycle commences 
Thursday 18 Nov, 2021 Universal Children’s Day (in lieu of Sat., Nov. 20th) 
Friday 19 Nov, 2021 P&B Holiday: Garifuna Settlement Day  
Friday 26 Nov, 2021 Textbook Requisition (Primary level) 
Friday 17th Dec, 2021 School closes for Christmas Vacation 
Mon–Fri 20 Dec–7 Jan, 2022 Christmas Vacation  
Monday 10 Jan, 2022 School re-opens; 2nd Teaching Cycle continues 
Friday 4 Feb, 2022 2nd Teaching Cycle concludes 
Monday 7 Feb, 2022 3rd Teaching Cycle commences 
Monday 7 Mar, 2022 P&B Holiday: National Heroes Day (in lieu of Wed., Mar. 9th)  
Mon-Fri 14–25 Mar, 2022 Festival of Arts (Pre-primary level) 
Friday 8 Apr, 2022 3rd Teaching Cycle concludes 
Friday  8 Apr, 2022 School closes for Easter Vacation 
Mon-Fri 11–22 Apr, 2022 Easter Vacation 
Monday 25 Apr, 2022 School re-opens; 4th Teaching Cycle commences 
Monday 2 May, 2022 P&B Holiday: Labour Day (in lieu of Sun., May 1st) 
Mon-Fri 3–27 May, 2022 Festival of Arts (Primary level) 
Sunday 8 May, 2022 Ecumenical Service (to commemorate Education Week) 
Sun-Mon 8–13 May, 2022 Education Week  
Friday 13 May, 2022 National Teachers’ Day (to be celebrated at the nat’l level) 
Monday 23 May, 2022 P&B Holiday: Sovereign’s Day (in lieu of Tue., May 24th) 
Friday 24 Jun, 2022 4th Teaching Cycle concludes 
Thursday 30 Jun, 2022 End of 2021/22 School Year 
Friday  1 Jul, 2022 End-of-School Year Vacation commences  
Friday 29 Jul, 2022 End-of-School Year Vacation concludes 
Monday 1 Aug, 2022 P&B Holiday: Emancipation Day  
Tue-Fri 8–19 Aug, 2022 School Level Planning/Continuous Professional Development 
Monday 29 Aug, 2022 School re-opens for 2022/23 School Year 
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2021/2022 
(FOR GOVERNMENT & GRANT-AIDED SECONDARY SCHOOLS) 

 
 

DAY DATE EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 
Monday  28 Jun, 2021 End-of-School Year Vacation commences  
Friday 30 Jul, 2021 End-of-School Year Vacation concludes 
Monday 2 Aug, 2021 P&B Holiday: Emancipation Day (in lieu of Mon., Aug. 1st) 
Tue-Fri 3–13 Aug, 2021 School Level Planning/Continuous Professional Development 
Monday 23 Aug, 2021 School re-opens for 2021/22; 1st Teaching Cycle commences  
Wednesday 8 Sept, 2021 International Literacy Day (School/Classroom Level) 
Friday 10 Sept, 2021 P&B Holiday: St. George’s Caye Day  
Friday  17 Sept, 2021 Independence Celebration (School/Classroom Level) 
Tuesday 21 Sept, 2021 P&B Holiday: Independence Day 
Friday 29 Oct, 2021 1st Teaching Cycle concludes 
Monday 1 Nov, 2021 2nd Teaching Cycle commences 
Thursday 18 Nov, 2021 Universal Children’s Day (in lieu of Saturday, November 20th) 
Friday 19 Nov, 2021 P&B Holiday: Garifuna Settlement Day  
Friday 17 Dec, 2021 School closes for Christmas Vacation 
Mon–Fri 20 Dec–7 Jan, 2022 Christmas Vacation  
Monday 10 Jan, 2022 School re-opens; 2nd Teaching Cycle continues 
Friday 28 Jan, 2022 2nd Teaching Cycle concludes 
Monday 31 Jan, 2022 3rd Teaching Cycle commences 
Mon-Fri 14–25 Feb, 2022 Festival of Arts (Secondary level) 
Monday 7 Mar, 2022 P&B Holiday: National Heroes Day (in lieu of Wed., Mar. 9th)  
Friday 8 Apr, 2022 3rd Teaching Cycle concludes  
Friday 8 Apr, 2022 School closes for Easter Vacation 
Mon-Fri 11–22 Apr, 2022 Easter Vacation 
Monday 25 Apr, 2022 School re-opens; 4th Teaching Cycle commences 
Monday 2 May, 2022 P&B Holiday: Labour Day (in lieu of Sunday, May 1st) 
Sunday 8 May, 2022 Ecumenical Service (to commemorate Education Week) 
Sun-Mon 8–13 May, 2022 Education Week  
Friday 13 May, 2022 National Teachers’ Day (to be celebrated at the national level) 
Monday 23 May, 2022 P&B Holiday: Sovereign’s Day (in lieu of Tuesday, May 24th) 
Friday 17 June, 2022 4th Teaching Cycle concludes 
Thursday 30 June, 2022 End of 2021/22 School Year 
Friday  1 July 2022 End-of-School Year Vacation commences  
Friday 29 Jul, 2022 End-of-School Year Vacation concludes 
Monday 1 Aug, 2022 P&B Holiday: Emancipation Day  
Tue-Fri 2 –12 Aug, 2022 School Level Planning/Continuous Professional Development 
Monday 22 Aug, 2022 School re-opens for 2022/23 School Year 
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